To sum up, God is the Supra-soul or the Primary Soul or the
Param-atma multiplying into millions of individual souls oxJivatmas.
These Jivatmas are all parts of the Paramatma. It stands to reason
then that we are all sparks of the Divinity, all children of God - that we
ourselves are Divine. I hope that this has cleared some of your confusion,
young man. Shall we continue this tomorrow? It's getting late now.
The next day found Prashant back at the Swami's feet, more
eager than ever.
Prashant - Swami, granted that there definitely is a God, a Supreme
Being, a Lord of the universe, what are His characteristics? What is
His Nature? Can you describe Him? Can any one get to know Him?
Swami - God is Omniscient. He sees everything. He is
Omnipresent. He is present everywhere, on land, in air, in water, in
ether. There is no place where He is not. He cannot be seen, that is
true, as He has no form, but highly evolved people are able to perceive
Him and realize Him through their evolved or raised consciousness.
God is pure consciousness. He can be experienced, although for that a
great deal of sadhana is essential. By sadhana, I mean endeavour,
effort. We shall talk about that later. Sometimes though, the formless
God assumes form and is born on earth as man. The nature of God is
Bliss - He is ever b\\ssfu\-Anada Swaroopa. His nature is Truth -
Sathyam. He is chit - consciousness. Hence He is known as Sath-
chit-ananda-Trutli, Consciousness, Bliss. He is also Agamya deeper
than the deep, fathomless. He is Nirakara - formless, but also Sahara
(-with form) when He assumes form. He is Nirguna - above all
attributes or qualities, Saguna when He takes form as man and has to
pretend to feel emotions like anger or pity. He is above the three gunas
- I'll refer to those at a later date.
Prashant - Why does God take birth as man? What is the necessity
for that?
Swami - From time to time ,God incarnates on earth as a human
being. He does so for many reasons. The first is to answer the pleas of
His pious devotees who cry and clamour for Him. They call and He
comes. The second is to destroy the evil prevalent in society and to
restore righteousness. Let me quote a Great Being here. "I came because
the good men of the world, the saintly, the wise, the sages and the
guides and the Godly longed for Me".
"Whenever there is the fading of the Dharma and the uprising of
unrighteousness, then, I ease Myself forth into birth. For the deliverance